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• From January 2015 to August 2021:
❖ The unemployment rate in DC decreased by 0.9 percentage points from 7.4% to 6.5%;

❖ Unemployment rate in Ward 7 & Ward 8 decreased by 1.4 percentage points (12.9% to 11.5%) and decreased by 0.6

percentage points (16.1% to 15.5%) respectively;

❖ Total number of DC residents that are employed increased by 24,800;

❖ Total number of jobs in DC increased by 100;

❖ Initial monthly unemployment insurance benefits claimants increased by 367%;

❖ Total number of unemployed DC residents decreased by 1,800 people;

❖ In DC there are 2.0 jobs available (advertised) for 1 unemployed DC resident;

❖ The average weekly median duration of unemployment for Black and African American decreased by 13.6 weeks;

❖ The private sector total number of payroll jobs in the District decreased by 2,200 jobs or 0.43% decrease from January 

2015;

❖ Professional and Business Services has the highest employment increase by industry with 9,300 since January 2015;

❖ The highest in-demand occupation is Software Developers and Software Quality Assurance Analysts and Testers with an 

average monthly opening of 5,675 jobs;

❖ The highest in-demand occupation requiring less than a bachelor’s degree is Computer User Support Specialists with an 

average monthly opening of 2,211 jobs. 

Highlights

2



Department of Employment Services
Washington, DC’s lead workforce development and labor agency

3

6.9

6.2
6.1

5.7

5.3

8.0

4.0

4.5

5.0

5.5

6.0

6.5

7.0

7.5

8.0

8.5

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

U
n

em
p

lo
y

m
en

t 
R

at
e

DC Annual Average Unemployment Rate (2015-2020)



Department of Employment Services
Washington, DC’s lead workforce development and labor agency

4

7.4

6.4 6.3
5.9

5.8
4.9 5.2

11.1

8.9

8.9

8.9

8.8

8.7

8.8

8.8

8.8
8.4

8.1

7.7
7.5

7.2

7.0 6.7
6.5

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

Ja
n

-1
5

F
eb

-1
5

M
ar

-1
5

A
p

r-
15

M
ay

-1
5

Ju
n

-1
5

Ju
l-

15
A

u
g

-1
5

S
ep

-1
5

O
ct

-1
5

N
o

v
-1

5
D

ec
-1

5
Ja

n
-1

6
F

eb
-1

6
M

ar
-1

6
A

p
r-

16
M

ay
-1

6
Ju

n
-1

6
Ju

l-
16

A
u

g
-1

6
S

ep
-1

6
O

ct
-1

6
N

o
v

-1
6

D
ec

-1
6

Ja
n

-1
7

F
eb

-1
7

M
ar

-1
7

A
p

r-
17

M
ay

-1
7

Ju
n

-1
7

Ju
l-

17
A

u
g

-1
7

S
ep

-1
7

O
ct

-1
7

N
o

v
-1

7
D

ec
-1

7
Ja

n
-1

8
F

eb
-1

8
M

ar
-1

8
A

p
r-

18
M

ay
-1

8
Ju

n
-1

8
Ju

l-
18

A
u

g
-1

8
S

ep
-1

8
O

ct
-1

8
N

o
v

-1
8

D
ec

-1
8

Ja
n

-1
9

F
eb

-1
9

M
ar

-1
9

A
p

r-
19

M
ay

-1
9

Ju
n

-1
9

Ju
l-

19
A

u
g

-1
9

S
ep

-1
9

O
ct

-1
9

N
o

v
-1

9
D

ec
-1

9
Ja

n
-2

0
F

eb
-2

0
M

ar
-2

0
A

p
r-

20
M

ay
-2

0
Ju

n
-2

0
Ju

l-
20

A
u

g
-2

0
S

ep
-2

0
O

ct
-2

0
N

o
v

-2
0

D
ec

-2
0

Ja
n

-2
1

F
eb

-2
1

M
ar

-2
1

A
p

r-
21

M
ay

-2
1

Ju
n

-2
1

Ju
l-

21
A

u
g

-2
1

The District's Monthly Unemployment Rate: Jan. 2015 - Aug. 2021



Department of Employment Services
Washington, DC’s lead workforce development and labor agency

5

5.7%
5.2%

-0.5%

7.4%

6.5%

-0.9%

-1.0%

1.0%

3.0%

5.0%

7.0%

9.0%

11.0%

13.0%

15.0%

Jan-15 Aug-21 Difference (Jan-15 - August-21)

U
n

em
p

lo
y

m
en

t 
R

at
e

Unemployment Rate (January 2015 - August 2021)

USA

D.C.



Department of Employment Services
Washington, DC’s lead workforce development and labor agency

6

5.9%

5.3%

5.0%

7.3%

9.6%

6.6%

12.9%

16.1%

4.4%

3.0%

2.8%

7.2%

8.3%

5.3%

11.5%

15.5%

-1.5%

-2.3%

-2.2%

-0.1%

-1.3%

-1.3%

-1.4%

-0.6%

-3.0% 0.0% 3.0% 6.0% 9.0% 12.0% 15.0% 18.0% 21.0%

Ward 1

Ward 2

Ward 3

Ward 4

Ward 5

Ward 6

Ward 7

Ward 8

Unemployment Rate by Ward (January 2015 - August 2021)

Difference Aug-21 Jan-15



Department of Employment Services
Washington, DC’s lead workforce development and labor agency

7

Unemployment Rate by Ward: August 2021



Department of Employment Services
Washington, DC’s lead workforce development and labor agency

8

748,100 748,200

100

512,300 510,100

-2,200

-55,000

45,000

145,000

245,000

345,000

445,000

545,000

645,000

745,000

845,000

Jan-15 Aug-21 Difference (Jan-15 - Aug-21)

Total Number of Jobs and Total Private Sector Jobs in DC (Jan. 2015 - Aug. 2021)

Total Number of Jobs in D.C. Total Private Sector Jobs in D.C.



Department of Employment Services
Washington, DC’s lead workforce development and labor agency

9

748

756
760

766

777 773775 779
782 783

784

785 790
791794

791
795 794

799799 805
800

738
728

739

754

741

748

755 756

736

726
729731

740 740

747

762

748

512
519

523
528

538
535 535 538

540

542

543 546
552554

555 554 558 557

561

562

565

561

500
489

497

505

500
505

511

512

493
485 490 491

499500
505

511

510

400

420

440

460

480

500

520

540

560

580

600

620

640

660

680

700

720

670

690

710

730

750

770

790

810

830

Ja
n

-1
5

M
ar

-1
5

Ju
n

-1
5

S
ep

-1
5

D
ec

-1
5

M
ar

-1
6

Ju
n

-1
6

S
ep

-1
6

D
ec

-1
6

M
ar

-1
7

Ju
n

-1
7

S
ep

-1
7

D
ec

-1
7

M
ar

-1
8

Ju
n

-1
8

S
ep

-1
8

D
ec

-1
8

M
ar

-1
9

Ju
n

-1
9

S
ep

-1
9

D
ec

-1
9

M
ar

-2
0

A
p

r-
20

M
ay

-2
0

Ju
n

-2
0

Ju
l-

20

A
u

g
-2

0

S
ep

-2
0

O
ct

-2
0

N
o

v
-2

0

D
ec

-2
0

Ja
n

-2
1

F
eb

-2
1

M
ar

-2
1

A
p

r-
21

M
ay

-2
1

Ju
n

-2
1

Ju
l-

21

A
u

g
-2

1

P

r

i

v

a

t

e

S

e

c

t

o

r

E

m

p

l

o

y

m

e

n

t

T

o

t

a

l

E

m

p

l

o

y

m

e

n

t

Total Employment and Private Sector Employment in D.C.  (Jan.2015 - Aug. 2021 (In Thousands))

COVID Total Employment (in Thousand) Total Private Sector Employment (in Thousand)



Department of Employment Services
Washington, DC’s lead workforce development and labor agency

10

385.7

392.7

399.5

406.5

410.8

420.4
420.6

406.8

397.9

399.9

402.6

405.5

407.9

409.5

409.6

409.3

409.2

408.4

406.9

406.2

405.4

405.7

407.2

408.8

370

380

390

400

410

420

430

Ja
n

-1
5

F
eb

-1
5

M
ar

-1
5

A
p

r-
15

M
ay

-1
5

Ju
n

-1
5

Ju
l-

15
A

u
g

-1
5

S
ep

-1
5

O
ct

-1
5

N
o

v
-1

5
D

ec
-1

5
Ja

n
-1

6
F

eb
-1

6
M

ar
-1

6
A

p
r-

16
M

ay
-1

6
Ju

n
-1

6
Ju

l-
16

A
u

g
-1

6
S

ep
-1

6
O

ct
-1

6
N

o
v

-1
6

D
ec

-1
6

Ja
n

-1
7

F
eb

-1
7

M
ar

-1
7

A
p

r-
17

M
ay

-1
7

Ju
n

-1
7

Ju
l-

17
A

u
g

-1
7

S
ep

-1
7

O
ct

-1
7

N
o

v
-1

7
D

ec
-1

7
Ja

n
-1

8
F

eb
-1

8
M

ar
-1

8
A

p
r-

18
M

ay
-1

8
Ju

n
-1

8
Ju

l-
18

A
u

g
-1

8
S

ep
-1

8
O

ct
-1

8
N

o
v

-1
8

D
ec

-1
8

Ja
n

-1
9

F
eb

-1
9

M
ar

-1
9

A
p

r-
19

M
ay

-1
9

Ju
n

-1
9

Ju
l-

19
A

u
g

-1
9

S
ep

-1
9

O
ct

-1
9

N
o

v
-1

9
D

ec
-1

9
Ja

n
-2

0
F

eb
-2

0
M

ar
-2

0
A

p
r-

20
M

ay
-2

0
Ju

n
-2

0
Ju

l-
20

A
u

g
-2

0
S

ep
-2

0
O

ct
-2

0
N

o
v

-2
0

D
ec

-2
0

Ja
n

-2
1

F
eb

-2
1

M
ar

-2
1

A
p

r-
21

M
ay

-2
1

Ju
n

-2
1

Ju
l-

21
A

u
g

-2
1

The District's Labor Force (Jan. 2015 - Aug. 2021) (In Thousands)



Department of Employment Services
Washington, DC’s lead workforce development and labor agency

11

357.3

358.2
361.1

363.7
366.4

369.5
370.3

371.4

373.6
376.3

379.1
381.0

382.1

384.6
385.4

384.9

386.0

388.7

392.6

395.9

399.6
398.9

361.6

362.4
364.2

366.9
369.9

372.3
373.7

373.6
373.3

374.8

375.2

375.4

375.7

376.1
377.3

379.8
382.1

345

355

365

375

385

395

405

Ja
n

-1
5

M
ar

-1
5

Ju
n

-1
5

S
ep

-1
5

D
ec

-1
5

M
ar

-1
6

Ju
n

-1
6

S
ep

-1
6

D
ec

-1
6

M
ar

-1
7

Ju
n

-1
7

S
ep

-1
7

D
ec

-1
7

M
ar

-1
8

Ju
n

-1
8

S
ep

-1
8

D
ec

-1
8

M
ar

-1
9

Ju
n

-1
9

S
ep

-1
9

D
ec

-1
9

M
ar

-2
0

A
p

r-
20

M
ay

-2
0

Ju
n

-2
0

Ju
l-

20

A
u

g
-2

0

S
ep

-2
0

O
ct

-2
0

N
o

v
-2

0

D
ec

-2
0

Ja
n

-2
1

F
eb

-2
1

M
ar

-2
1

A
p

r-
21

M
ay

-2
1

Ju
n

-2
1

Ju
l-

21

A
u

g
-2

1

Employed D.C. Residents (Jan. 2015 - Aug. 2021) (In Thousands)



Department of Employment Services
Washington, DC’s lead workforce development and labor agency

12

12.8

18.3

5.5

42.5

28.9

-13.6

19.5

26.5

7.0

28.5
24.2

-4.3

-24

-14

-4

6

16

26

36

46

Jan-15 Aug-21 Difference

Median Duration of Unemployment (in weeks) (Jan. 2015 - Aug. 2021)

White Black Hispanic All Races



Department of Employment Services
Washington, DC’s lead workforce development and labor agency

13

+9,300

+3,300

+2,600

+2,300 +2,100

0

1,000

2,000

3,000

4,000

5,000

6,000

7,000

8,000

9,000

10,000

Professional and Business

Services

Educational and Health

Services

Mining, Logging &

Construction

Government Information

Top 5 Industry with Highest Employment Increase (Jan.2015 – Aug. 2021)



Department of Employment Services
Washington, DC’s lead workforce development and labor agency

14

52,221

51,974

-247

28,400

26,600

-1,800

Jan-15

Aug-21

Difference

Job Openings vs. Number of Unemployed DC Residents (Jan. 2015 - Aug. 2021)

Number Unemployed in D.C. Number of Job Openings (Advertised Jobs)



Department of Employment Services
Washington, DC’s lead workforce development and labor agency

15

5,675

4,176

3,371
3,106 2,918

$117,130 $119,000

$103,420

$91,470

$118,740

$0

$20,000

$40,000

$60,000

$80,000

$100,000

$120,000

$140,000

0

1,000

2,000

3,000

4,000

5,000

6,000

Software Developers and

Software Quality

Assurance Analysts and

Testers

Computer Occupations,

All Other

Management Analysts Registered Nurses Information Security

Analysts

A
n

n
u

al
 M

ed
ia

n
 W

ag
es

Jo
b

 O
p

en
in

g
s

Top 5 Job Openings: January 2020 - August 2021 (Average Monthly Unique Job Postings)



Department of Employment Services
Washington, DC’s lead workforce development and labor agency

16

2,211

1,844

1,271

1,022 1,000

$68,240

$82,640

$75,220 $72,590

$49,240

$0

$10,000

$20,000

$30,000

$40,000

$50,000

$60,000

$70,000

$80,000

$90,000

0

500

1,000

1,500

2,000

2,500

Computer User Support

Specialists

Web Developers and

Digital Interface

Designers

First-Line Supervisors of

Office and Administrative

Support Workers

Executive Secretaries and

Executive Administrative

Assistants

Secretaries and

Administrative

Assistants, Except Legal,

Medical, and Executive

A
n

n
u

al
 M

ed
ia

n
 W

ag
es

Jo
b

 O
p

en
in

g
s

Top 5 Job Openings Requiring Less Than Bachelor's Degree: January 2020 - Aug 2021 (Avg Monthly 

Unique Job Postings)



Department of Employment Services
Washington, DC’s lead workforce development and labor agency

17

This workforce product was funded by a grant awarded by the U.S. Department of 

Labor’s Employment and Training Administration. The product was created by the 

recipient and does not necessarily reflect the official position of the U.S. Department of 

Labor. The U.S. Department of Labor makes no guarantees, warranties, or assurances 

of any kind, express or implied, with respect to such information, including any 

information on linked sites and including, but not limited to, accuracy of the 

information or its completeness, timeliness, usefulness, adequacy, continued 

availability, or ownership. This product is copyrighted by the institution that created it. 
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the copyright owner.
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• Opeyemi Fasakin, Labor Economist

• Thomas Tsegaye, Labor Economist

• Data Request: https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/631658c092ef4395ab27b76716df8068

• Email: lmi.does@dc.gov

• Phone: (202) 671-1633

• Website: www.does.dc.gov

• http://does.dc.gov/page/labor-statistics

Contact Information
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